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last even to encourage civil war at the moment when France
needed all her strength to meet the foreign foes, whom they
had raised up. Here was their last fatal mistake, their
lack of patriotism. The people of the provinces of France
would not have sat idly by, and let their great speakers
be proscribed and executed, had they not felt that there
was something wanting. They had no confidence in their
strength, and they had no confidence in their patriotism.
Yet the fall of the Girondins has something very pathetic
about it. They died unstained by the cruelty and the vices
which distinguished the men who were stronger than they, and
the enthusiasm which they threw into their speeches and. their
writings creates a sympathy with their fate, which has moved
the poets and men of imagination of the present ago, and has
"made their names immortal.